
Kurrajong, December 2009  

 

 Another year has slipped by ... 

and what a year it was!   The first 

major item was the formation of 

J2B Publishing and the publication 

of Race FaceñJeremyõs A3 sized 

book  of photos of the Monaco GP 

Historique.  Happily the Automobile 

Club de Monaco agreed to promote the book to entrants and drivers and in the end we 

sold over 70 books and more than covered our costs.  Phew!  

 We planned to do the big trip around Australia during our winter when the tem-

peratures in the Top End would hopefully be a little cooler than the 40+ degrees that 

we get at this time of the year.  

 So the first thing we needed to think through was the modifications that we 

would need to make to our new Landcruiser and the caravan.   

 The caravan had a big box built in checker plate aluminium fitted to the rear 

bumper.  It was designed to carry a generator, tables and comfortable chairs and a 

satellite dish so we could get TV reception wherever we were in Australia.  We up-

graded and raised the hitch to improve ground clearance.  We had the internal lounge 

re -upholstered and fitted a TV & DVD player on a movable mount.  A safe went under 

the bed and a holder for a second spare wheel and tyre fitted underneath.  

 The Landcruiser had HF and UHF radios 

fitted.  The HF was connected to the HfOz 

network and had GPS position logging, radio 

telephone and direct access to the Flying Doc-

tor service.  We fitted extra jerry cans & an-

other spare tyre holder on the back on swing 

arms and a bull bar and driving lights on the 

front.  The navigation GPS was upgraded to 

provide a full set of off -road maps which cov-

ered all of Australia.  

 We also decided that we needed to do a ôbumper to bumperõ on the house and re-

placed four windows with sliding doors and build a couple of courtyards.  The roof also 

needed to be replaced but this was scheduled for our return late in the year.  

 With one thing and another we didnõt get away until the middle of Juneña little 

bit later than we had intended.  The wet season had been exceptional this year and 

Lake Eyre had water in it for the first time in years and years.  We planned to go 

across to the Flinders ñwhere we were last year ñand go up to Lake Eyre from there.   

 However just before the off we got reports that the channel country up around 

Birdsville was where the majority of the water birds were.  We headed North through 

Bourke and Windorah to Birdsville over a horrendous road that destroyed the drain 

system and a lot of the wiring in the van.  A lot of time spent lying in the sand fixing 

stuff!  



 A chopper ride down the Diamantina River and into the Simpson desert confirmed 

that we had made the right choice.  The river was teeming with water birds including 

huge flocks of pelicans and the desert was alive with wild flowers that had sprung up as 

a result of the rain.   

 We really loved Kakadu, Litchfield 

and Katherine Gorge in the Northern 

Territory and then had another great 

chopper ride over the Bungle Bungles.  A 

lovely lagoon south of Windham gave us 

more water birds to see and we then 

headed to Derby ñand watched a ro-

deoñbefore going to Broome and the 

beautiful Cape Leveque.  

 The rain had also delivered in 

Western Australia and the seasonõs wild 

flowers were the best in years.  There were literally carpets of flowers to the hori-

zon ... and a seemingly endless variety.  We discovered there are in fact over 14,000 

different varieties.  Quite incredible.  

 By the time we got to Perth the weather had turned for the worse and  after a 

couple of weeks in the Margaret River area ñsome great wines! - we headed across the 

Nullarbor.  We saw a few whales at the Head of Bight, ate lots and lots of the worldõs 

best oysters at Smokey Bay in the Eyre Peninsula and eventually got home in late Octo-

ber after 21,000km and 24,000 photos!  Weõre still sorting through the photos... 

 Late in 2008 we had bought a Jaguar XK150 for restoration and we took the body 

to a panel beater for sand/soda blasting and painting before we left.  The blasting un-

earthed some absolute horrors and basically the body cannot be economically repaired.  

Jeremy has just removed it from the chassis and weõre investigating whether a replica 

SS100 body can be fitted.   

 So the only sensible 

thing to do was to buy an-

other Jaguar so we could 

enjoy some motoring events 

in the meantime.  After a 

lot of searching we found a 

lovely burgundy XKR con-

vertible in Melbourne.  

 Weõve just got the 

roof done and painting the 

house is the next step.  Next year weõre planning to do Tasmania in February/March 

and then North Queensland in the winter.  Weõll also do the Jaguar National Rally on 

the Gold Coast in April.  

 All our best wishes for a great festive season!  


